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ABSTRACT 

A major impact of the phenomena of economic globalization is seen in the standardization of 

lifestyles manifested in dress codes, eating habits and new entertainment hubs. In recent years local 

cultures have begun to resist this new cultural mode. In many parts of the world, this reaction has 

taken the form of resentment to the free movement of people looking for opportunities. In a certain 

sense, globalozation has triggered fractious thinking, insularity an even racism. 

The present scenario in world affairs offers a challenge to historians and archaeologists. Embedded 

in the idea of global histories are long time scales and large territories. This perspective militates 

against histories confined by national boundaries of nation states or ethnic categories. In fact, global 

histories encapsulate the vividness and diversity of the world and do not conceptually agree with the 

blandness of economic globalization. 



In my lecture I will draw upon the ancient world of the early centuries CE, when the Silk Routes of 

the Land and Sea brought about a globalization of sorts, to explore the dialectics above. 
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